RAVSES AND REBELLI ON:
SHOADOWN OF FALSE AND TRUE HORUS
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Pet er Fei nman

| nt roducti on

Wio was Mehy and what becanme of hin? This somewhat nysterious figure has
been a continuous but peripheral presence in Egyptology in the twentieth
century. In this paper, | wll:

first, review the highlights of scholarship about him by James Henry
Breasted [on page 1 of the handout], in Egyptian |love poetry [on page 2 of the

handout], and by Bill Mirnane;

second, reconsider the suggestion of John Schm dt about the occurrence of
rebellion during the reign of Ranses II;

and third conclude with nmy own understandi ng based in part of the concept
of counter-religion recently expressed by Jan Assmann.

Janes Henry Breasted

Nearly a century ago, in 1899, Breasted identified a figure in the Karnak
reliefs as the ol der brother of Ramses and the first-born son of Seti.U This
figure appears to have been chiseled out of the Libyan battle scene by Ranses
Il who then inserted himself into the relief.& Breasted designated this
nanel ess ol der brother of Ramses as "X "Bl At that time he concluded that the
battle relief consisted of 3 |ayers:

1. the original scene and text with no princes;

2. the insertion by Seti's ol dest son of hinself;

3. the erasure of the oldest son by Ranses Il and his insertion of his
own nane. B
So it seened clear to Breasted that Ranses |l had engaged in sone retrojected
legitimation of his position.E

Witing in A Hstory of Egypt in 1905, Breasted el aborated on the events
behind this sequence of alterations. He clainmed that as the 30th anniversary
of Seti's nomination as crown prince approached, the eldest son, whose nane

still was unknown to Breasted, was appointed heir . B Imedi ately following this
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designation, the new heir then rewote the reliefs of his father to reflect his
new status as previously stated.

As Breasted described it, again in 19068 and then in 1924,E Ranses al r eady
was plotting to supplant his older brother and the heir apparent when the tine
was right. Then, as soon as his father was buried, Ranses inplenented his
pl an. Breasted asserted that Ranses brushed his brother aside without a
monent' s hesitation and then seized the throne.B Thus the need for Ramses to
portray all that Seti supposedly had done for him when he was but a child as
part of the correction or spin control to legitinmate his reign.

Love Poetry [handout -page 2]

Beginning in the 1930's, a then separate track of academ c devel opnent
occurred. In this path of research the focus was not on the battle reliefs of
t he pharaohs but the love poetry. In 1931, Al an Gardi ner published | ove songs
from Papyrus Chester Beatty,EI i ncludi ng one Ranesside | ove song about Mehy.
In a footnote, Gardi ner wote about this individual:

He is perhaps a royal prince, for he is riding in a chariot acconpani ed by
a band of conpanions. She [meaning the speaker] is covered with confusion
and knows not whether to advance or retreat. She fears to betray her
feelings, for in that case Mehy will haps hol d her cheap and boastingly
hand her over to one of his followers.

At this point, there was no attenpt by him to identify this possibly royal
figure in the love poetry with any historical fi gure.

In 1948, Paul Smither advanced the process of identification one step
further. 2 He noted the apparent absence of all personal allusion as a
characteristic of love songs in ancient Egypt. Smither then cited the very
footnote of Gardiner's just noted above, but added some additional information.
Cstraca 1078 and 1079 from Deir el-Medineh contain the nane Mhy inside
cartouches, thus signifying his royal identity. Smither wote:

It is thus possible to establish the identity of at |east one person who
was the inspiration of these songs, though it would be uI ess to specul ate
as to who he really was and the age in which he lived. .. E

Smither proceeded to characterize Mehy as sonmething of a Don Juan, from the
time when political |eaders boasted of their sexual adventures instead of
denyi ng them Ee]

In 1985, Mchael Fox wote The Song of Songs and the Ancient Egyptian
Love Songs, seeking to relate the biblical text to the Egyptian genre.
Hs take on the poem was sonewhat different from Gardiner's 1931 but that
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interpretation is outside the scope of this paper.E Fox noted that Mehy
appears only in this song and the two ostraca and does not appear to be related
to a specific historical figure. He suggested that Mehy was a "Cupid-figure
who enbodies the power of |ove. He wanders about the earth and holds young
people in the bonds of |ove. Woever turns hinself over to | ove becones one of
Mehi's followers, one of the kpwy ("trapped one"?), who are apparently none
other than the group of nmles called the "‘lovers.' "B Fox also notes the
exi stence of a chariot rider in the biblical Song of Songs 6:12.

One might add that the chariot rides with runners by Absal om and then
Adonijah (Il Sam15:1-2 and | Kings 1:5) also marked them as heirs to David.
Therefore it would be wise not to ignore the visual inmage that mght be
i medi ately conveyed to an Egyptian through the poetry: that the male in the
chariot was the heir to the throne at the designation of the current king, the
sane conclusion Breasted had arrived at regarding figure "X' and French
Egypt ol ogi st Pascal Vernus had concluded in 1992 once that nysterious figure
had been identified as Mehy. &

Wl iam Mir nane

It was with Bill Mirnane that eldest son of Seti "X' and the |ove poetry
figure of Mhy began to come into clearer focus. Thanks to the renewed
excavations by the Oiental Institute, Breasted's X now could be identified as
I\/éhy. He was considered to be a comoner still of unknown origi ns. B Even
presuming a full name for Mehy of (DN)enheb, such as Pharaoh Horenheb, "Horus
is in Jubilation,” Mirnane states: "no convincing candi date has yet been found
among the known contenporaries of Seti | or his son"B for this per son. It
remai ns unclear to scholars whether Seti had designated Mehy as heir to throne
or whether Mehy sinply had sought the same position previous nmilitary |eaders
[such as Ay, Horenheb, and Ranses |] had held before they each had becone
ki ng.

The full extent of Mehy's warrior exploits are not now known due to
vani shed registers and inaccessible wall s. Bl Nonet hel ess, sone information has
been gl eaned from the Egyptian records and reliefs. Mir nane says of him his
excl usive attendance on the king (not to nention the extr-aordinary honor of
his insertion into the finished war reliefs) suggest a loftier standing than
his titles otherw se imc)ly.EI
As the fan-bearer to the king, Mehy may be said to have actively participated
in the planning and organization of the early nmilitary canpaigns of Seti. M
I ndeed, his duties nmay be said to have included, "designating the routes the
arny would use, coordinating its activities while under way, and perhaps
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organizing its tactics in battle. "B Thus Mehy was skilled in the |ogistics of
| arge-scale troop novenents over |ong distances through friendly and hostile
territory.

He certainly would have been famliar with the nilitary canp structure of
Ranses that may have served as the basis for the organization of the Israelite
canp around the tent and tabernacl e. B

So Mehy was close to the king...and was despised by Ranses. As Mirnane
describes it, there is scarcely any anbiguity in the response this elusive
figure elicited from Ranses 1.8 The titles which Ranses inserted into the
reliefs were designed to stress his rights as the heir presunptive. "The
neticul ous fashion with which these points were nmade is surely relevant to the
nature of the threat which Mehy was perceived to be by Ranses. "B Eyi dently,
and the evidence is there, Mhy's obscurity in the Egyptian historical record
does not match the inpact he had in history.

As king, Ranses now changed how the he had been represented or onitted in
the Egyptian historical record as a result of the threat of Mhy just as
Breasted had surmised. Ranses began to portray hinself in the war reliefs with
his father at age 10, a striking innovation since young princes were not so
depicted in 18th Dynasty war reliefs. B Mirnane notes:

... The extraordinary honor Mehy received fromSeti | is undeniable proof of
his influence, even if we cannot know its precise nature and extent...The
exi stence of so powerful a "right-handed nman" as Mhy mnmight well be
alarnming to a young crown prince who l|acked... maturity...The true nystery
in this affair--the reason why Seti | permtted Mehy to rise so far above
his station--eludes us now [underlining m neb but the inplicit nenace of
such a situation... is not nysterious at all.

One nay reasonably speculate that Mhy's shadow | ooned |arge as Ranses sought
to prove hinmself the nore worthy warrior and leader in his confrontations wth
the Hittites after becom ng king given Mehy's own reputation and presence.E

Murnane concluded his review of Mehy by calling the linking of the Mehy
of the love poetry and of the Seti battle scenes an "attractive idea, while
unprovable, [it] is also not easy to dism ss. "B He described this i mge of
Mehy as the enbodi nent of an Egyptian hero figure who despite all that Ranses
had done to obliterate his physical record, continued to live on in Egyptian
rrermry.

In sum Mehy was a charismatic figure of nmilitary |eadership and popul ar
renown of undetermned ethnic origin, an heir to the throne feared by Ranses
and whose nane was renenbered for at least a century in Egypt, a commoner
prince who reached for the crown but who never grasped it.
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Reapprai sing the Rebellion Theory

Did Mehy then sinply disappear from history when Ranses becane king?
According to John Schmidt, Ranses while abroad in Canaan faced a challenge to
his rule fromwthin at honme that questioned his legiti macy,@ the very issue
Murnane cited and a sequence of events remniscent of Manetho's description of
Ranses versus Harmis. B Accordi ng to Schmidt, Ranses in year 18 convinced the
Canaanite warriors to support him against the false Horus in part by prom sing
land to those equi pped for battl e - the peopl e of Ham and Canaan were united
as one and would be increasingly intertwined during the remaining years of the
New Ki ngdom

Meanwhile, in Nubia, the longtine ally of the Hyksos based on the Jacob
scarabsB and the Second Karpse Stel e,EI there were two viceroys for the first
tinme ever in the four centuries of New Kingdom rule, one appointed apparently
by Seti and the second specifically by Ranses. This condition stunned its
di scoverer, George Reisner, into disbeli ef Hl o exactly, where were the
loyalties of the people of Kush during the early reign of Ramses and what does
the assertion of turf control by the construction of Abu Sinbel early in his
reign signify?E' And what were the Shasu of Yahweh doing at this ti me?i
Furthernmore, the wetched others Egypt feared and despised were in the process
of expanding in nunber to include the Sea Peoples - the Egyptian enpire would
soon be in a losing fight for its life.

I mention all these peoples to indicate that the real world geopolitical
situation when Ranmses |l becane king was far nore conplex than a Cecil B. de
MIle novie, Dreamrks cartoon or Pharaonic pylon of propaganda m ght suggest
and that this international and donestic geopolitical context needs to be taken
account of in any reconstruction of 13th century BCE Egyptian history.

The Egyptian-H ttite treaty of year 21 in the aftermath of this situation
al so has raised questions of its timng and purpose. The pl edge of nutual
non-aggression is to be expected in such a treaty, but some of the other terns
deserve nore attention according to Egyptol ogi st | bram Harari . Bl

1. nutual assistance cl auses enphasi zi ng the successi on process.

2. extradition of fugitives, which is described in an el aborate manner.

3. prom se of ammesty for extradited fugitives.

Harari concluded that it was these non-traditional and novel provisions which
represent the essential elenments of the treaty.EI The situation inplied is one
where the full mlitary force of the country could be called forth if necessary
to satisfy the terns of the treaty.EI

These stipulations were not witten in a vacuum Egypt appears to have
experienced its own succession challenge, just as the Httites had. Bl one al so
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shoul d recall that Ranesside stories such as "The Quarrel Story of Apophis and
Segenenr e, "B "The Tale of Two Brothers, "Bl and "The Contendi ngs of Horus and
Seth,"E all have been regarded as having political overtones in the tine of
their telling: was the right person chosen? |nmagine discussing current events
through cosmc stories or stories set in the past! And during the second
m | |1 ennium BCE | ong before Daniel! Wat a novel ideal

Semitic warriors in Egypt did not cease to exist with the rise of the
18th Dynasty. They were alive and well and significant in the tine of Ramses
at KadeshBl and with the Stele of 400 Years.BEd Their story has yet to be fully
told. Regarding the latter stele, Hans Goedicke asks: "Wy should Ranses Il in
the second half of his reign suddenly have an urge to foster the legitinacy of
his rule and that of his famly, after they had occupied the throne for nore
than fifty years?... It seens that the king was enphasizing his legality, which
gi ves the inpression of weakness of his positi on. "EJ

So what, if any, was the connection between the fugitive that undergirded
the Hittite treaty, the shoring up of legitinmacy in the 400 year stela, and the
stories of alternative choices for king?

| suggest that there is a connection and that it was Mehy.

| suggest that Mehy is the nobst logical candidate from the Egyptian
ar chaeol ogi cal record who had notive, means, and opportunity to have challen-
ged Ranses for the throne. | suggest also, that even though Ranses won, the
name of the challenger was not forgotten. As Egyptian power subsequently
declined in Ranmesside tines, perhaps people wondered "what if," especially if
they could see a viable alternative, if Mehy had not gone gently into the night
and had not disappeared into the oblivion.

Concl usi on

Perhaps there is a way to tie all these |oose ends together. Redf or d
suggests, it is to the Hyksos to whom we nust turn if we are to understand the
origins of the exodus. B | agree, but not to their departure from Egypt agai nst
their will at the onset of the 18th Dynasty as Redford claims, B but to their
departure against the will of Pharaoh in the tinme of Ranses as alluded to in
Leiden Hymm 30, Ranses Il's cosmic song of victory over Apophis and the
Hyksos.@ Let's not confuse the Jacob people of the Mddle Bronze Age with the
sons of Jacob of the Late Bronze Age. Furt her nor e,

| suggest that the | eader of the second departure can be naned.

| suggest that Mehy had the education, training, experience, anbition and
exposure to be a pivotal figure in the international geopolitical context of
his times.
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| suggest that it was the mlitary Hyksos/ Apophis background of Mhy that
brought people |ike him and perhaps Aper-eli!t() the very pinnacle of power in
Egypt but not quite to the position of Pharaoh itself.

| suggest that Mehy becane a fugitive like Sinuhe in the wilderness wth
a story to tell after actually leading a rebellion against Ranses, but that
when he returned to Egypt after the Hittite treaty had been signed, it was not
to be buried by the Egyptian King.

And finally, | suggest when Pharaoh-wannabee Mehy was exiled to the |and
of chaos and on the brink of disappearing fromhistory, this charismatic figure
in Egyptian politics and love poetry instead drew on his vast training,
experience, and anbition and becane the nan Myses who created history and a
counter-religion that rejected the Pharaoh-based cul ture of Egypt:aﬂ

- a counter-religion of Yahweh thy god who took thee out of the land of

Egypt as defined in the covenant instead of praising the gift of the

N | e;

- a counter-religion of the wlderness deity who caused the waters of

Egypt to flood in the Song of Mriam instead of celebrating the nmyth of

Csiris;

- a counter-religion of the warrior Semte who was the smter of Pharaoh

i nstead of the one snited;

- a counter-religion where the warrior Senmte deity replaced Pharaoh in

the mlitary tent;

- a counter-religion of the wetched other who did indeed turn Egypt

topsy-turvy according to the wi sdom of the Passover tradition

So when Ranessi de Egypt watched the sun set on its enpire and rise with Israe
as the Song of Deborah sings,E:I it was right to wonder and ask in its love
poetry and stories, if it had chosen the right man to be king:

- the one whose ego woul d becone a tourist site, or

- the one whose will would become a living people in history.
To understand Ranses, one nust recognize that all his life, the sun king |lived
in the shadow of the man who woul d become Mses. Bl And to understand the Exodus
and the origin of Israel, one nust recognize what biblical scholars choose to
overl ook: the role of the individual human being in history.
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successi on and was an expression of royal ideology and Ranesside Egypt witten for a sophisticated
audi ence, see, Hollis, Susan, The Ancient Egyptian "Tale of Two Brothers": The O dest Fairy Tale in
the Wrld, Norman: University of Cklahoma Pres, 1990, p.168.

54. "[It] provides a fusion of contenporary history and ancient nyth," in Giffiths, J. G/wm,
"All egory in Greece and Egypt," JEA 53 (1967) 91

55. Kitchen, K A, Pharaoh Triunphant: The Life and Tinmes of Ranesses Il, Warminster, England: Aris &
Phillips LTD., 1982, pp.53-62; Stevenson, WIlIliam Interconnections in the Ancient Near East: A Study
of the Rel ati onshi ps between the Arts of Egypt, the Aegean, and Western Asia, New Haven: Yal e

Uni versity Press, 1965, pp.168-179; Schulman, Alan, "The N rn at the Battle of Kadesh," JARCE 1
(1962), pp.47-53; Schul man, Al an, "The N RN at kadesh Once Again," JSSEA 17 (1981), pp.7-14; Coedi cke,
hans, "Considerations of the Battle of Kadesh," JEA 52 (1966), pp.71-80; Goedi cke, Hans, ed.
Perspectives on the Battle of Kadesh, Baltinore:Halgo Inc, 1985; Zuhdi, Orar, "Benteshina and the

N RN Division," JSSEA 8 (1978), pp.141-142.

56. Mbntet, Pierre, "La Stele de |'An 400 Retrouvee," Kem 4 1931 191-215; Labi b, Habachi, "The Four
Hundred Year Stela Originally Standing in Khata' Na-Qantir or Avaris-Piramese?" in Actes du XXl X°
Congres international des Orientalistes Section, ed. Georges Posener, L'Asiatheque: Paris, 1975, 41-
44; Coedi cke, Hans, "Some Remarks on the 400-Year Stela," CIE 41 1966 23-39.

57. Goedi cke, CdE 41 1966, 24 and 34.
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58. Redford clains that it is in the Exodus account that we are confronted with a "Canaanite" version
of the 16th century Hyksos departure from Egypt, featuring the great ancestral |eader Jacob [the nane
of one of the Hyksos kings], the four-generation span, the nmenory of political primacy, and the
occupation of the eastern fringe of the Delta.

"There is only one [underlining mine] chain of historical events that can acconmobdate this late
tradition [of forced expulsion of the Senites], and that is the Hyksos descent and
occupation of Egypt. The menory of this major event in the history of the Levant survived
not only in Egyptian sources. It would be strange indeed if the West Senmitic speaking
popul ati on of Pal estine, whence the invaders had come in MB IIB, had not also preserved in
their folk nenmory this great nonent of (for them) glory. And in fact it is in the Exodus
account that we are confronted with the 'Canaanite' version of this event, featuring the
great ancestral |eader Jacob [the nane of one of the Hyksos kings], the four-generation
span, the nmenory of political primcy, the occupation of the eastern fringe of the Delta,
and so on" (Redford, Egypt, Canaan, and Israel I1n Ancient Tines, 412).

But Redford overlooks that the biblical narrative contains two stories of Jacob departures from Egypt.
Besi des THE Exodus of the sons of Jacob, there is a | ess noted epi sode where the individual Jacob

| eaves Egypt (Gen.50: 1-11). In this story, Jacob in Egypt has died and is treated in death like a
king of Egypt. |In fact, the biblical story portrays Jacob as superior to Pharaoh (Gen.47:7-10) [the
Semitic |eader is of 130 years in age versus the Egyptian ideal of 110 years and he blesses this
juni or Egyptian ruler].

The enbal ned Jacob is | ed by procession of chariots and horsenen befitting both a Hyksos Kking
and Pharaoh to burial. Interestingly, this Jacob nakes the point of asking Pharaoh to be buried in
hi s honmel and of Canaan an exact reversal of The Story of Sinuhe where that Egyptian | eaves the very
area to which Jacob is taken so he can return to the land of his birth and be buried near Pharaoh
One should keep in the nmind the fanmliarity of the Israelite witers with Egyptian stories and how
t hat di al ogue between the genres and notifs is part of the message of the biblical stories.

It is this Jacob story that is nore likely to reflect what Redford calls "folk nmenory" of the
Hyksos "great monent" in Egypt than the Exodus departure of the sons.

59. The departure of the Hyksos from Egypt at the onset of the 18th Dynasty apparently becane part of
Egyptian nythology as well. See, Giffiths, J. Gwn, "The Interpretation of the Horus-Mth of Edfu"
JEA 44 1958 75-85, on the expul sion of the Hyksos as the historical-political basis for the nyth of
the battle between Horus and Set commenorated in the in the Horus myth of Edfu. The Hyksos are the
key people to understanding so nuch of what happened and what was renenbered.

60. Fei nman, Peter, "The Historicity of the Exodus from Egyptian Archaeol ogi cal Record," paper
present ed Novenber 19, 1997 at the ASOR Conference, Napa, CA

61. For the relation between the archaeologically attested Jacobs in Mddl e Bronze Age Canaan and
Hyksos Egypt with biblical Jacob, see Kenpinski, Aaron, "Sone Cbservations on the Hyksos (XVth)
Dynasty and Its Canaanite Origins,” in Israelit-Goll, Sarah, ed., Pharaonic Egypt: The Bible and
Christianity, Jerusal em The Magnes Press, 1985, 129-137, and idem "Jacob in Hstory," BAR 14 (1988)
42- 47, 67.

62. Zivie, Al ain, Decouverte a Saqgarah - Le Vizir Qublie, Paris: Seuil, 1990.

63. Jan Assmann, Mbses the Egyptian: The Menory of Egypt in Western Mnotheism Canbridge, MA
Harvard University Press, 1997, has proposed a new way to understand the historical figure of Mses
t hrough what he calls "counter-religion." Assmann wites:

The first conflict between two fundanentally different and nmutually exclusive religions in the
recorded history of humankind occurred in Egypt in the fourteenth century B.C. E (24).
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He goes on to characterize it as "the nost radical and violent eruption of a counter-religion in the
hi story of humanki nd" (31). The disruption of the Amarna Age religion is well known to all as are the
efforts by subsequent pharaohs to cleanse the land of the record of its occurrence. Assmann recounts
how t he Amarna reni ni scences began to be projected onto the Hyksos as in "The Quarrel Story of Apophis
and Segenenre," (28) the story | nentioned |ast year at ASOR as being part of the Egyptian nmenory of
the exodus. Assnann concludes that the Hyksos conflict was turned into a religious conflict (28).
This transformation into a religious conflict occurred in the 19th Dynasty, the tinme when Ranses
clainmed to have destroyed the followers of Apophis in Leiden Hynm 30 and when Merneptah clained to
have destroyed the seed of the never-before- nentioned Israel.

64. The Song of Deborah concl udes:

So perish all your enenies,
O Yahweh!
But may your friends be |ike
the sun as it rises in its mght (Judg.5:31).

Ben Franklin would use the sane solar inmagery to refer to the covenanting of God's New Israel in the
Anerican Constitution of 1787.

65. The self-portrayal of Ranses as a god contrasts nost vividly with the |agacy of the nan Mses.
See Habachi, Labib, The Features of the Deification of Ranesses Il, duckstadt: Verlag J.J. Augustin,
1969, for the actions of Ramses on his own behal f.
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